
Should I get My Mobile Home Ins pected? 

 
 
Yes , you s hould get your mobile home ins pected, ideally by a profes s ional who 
s pecializes  in manufactured home. Ins pections  are es s ential for ens uring s afety, 
preventing cos tly repairs , and maintaining your home's  value. This  is  particularly 
important for mobile homes  due to their unique cons truction and s pecific 
vulnerabilities .  
 

Reas ons  to get a  mobile home ins pection 
• Buying or s elling: An ins pection is  a  crucial s tep when buying or s elling a mobile 

home. For buyers , it reveals  potentia l problems  before you finalize the purchas e. 
For s ellers , it helps  to addres s  is s ues  proactively to ens ure a  s moother and more 
confident trans action. In California, every mobile home mus t be certified free of 
health and s afety defects  upon trans fer. 

• Preventive maintenance: Regular ins pections  help you s tay on top of 
maintenance and catch is s ues  like water damage, electrical hazards , or roof 
leaks  early, before they become major, cos tly repairs . A well-maintained mobile 
home will las t longer, potentially 30 to 55 years . 

• Unique mobile home is s ues : Unlike s ite-built homes , mobile homes  have s pecific 
areas  of concern that require s pecialized knowledge. 

o Foundation: An ins pector will check the foundation and anchoring s ys tem, 
which is  critical for s tability, es pecially in California, which is  prone to 
s eis mic activity. 

o Vapor barriers : The vapor barrier on the unders ide of a  mobile home is  
checked for tears , which can lead to mois ture and mold. 

o Older electrical wiring: Older mobile homes  s ometimes  have outdated 
aluminum wiring, which is  a  fire hazard. 

• Health and s afety: An ins pection will identify potential health and s afety ris ks , 
s uch as  fire hazards  from faulty electrica l s ys tems . In California, both the s tate 



and local authorities  have regulations  to ens ure mobile homes  meet s afety 
s tandards . 

• Ins urance and financing: Lenders , es pecially for FHA loans , often require 
ins pections  to ens ure the home's  s afety and s tructural integrity. In s ome s tates , a  
4-point ins pection may be required to qualify for homeowners ’ ins urance.  

What a  profes s ional mobile home ins pection includes  
A qualified ins pector will provide a comprehens ive report covering various  s ys tems .  
Exterior 

• Roof: Checking for leaks  and damage. 

• Foundation and s upport: Ens uring s tability and proper anchoring, es pecia lly for 
s eis mic and wind loads . 

• Skirting and ventilation: Checking for proper ins tallation to prevent mois ture 
build-up. 

• Vapor barrier: Ins pecting the condition of the protective barrier on the underbelly. 

• Siding and windows : Looking for wear, damage, or improper s eals .  

Interior 
• Electrica l s ys tems : Ensuring all wiring, panels , and outlets  are s afe and up to 

code. 

• Plumbing: Checking for leaks , proper water pres s ure, and drainage is s ues . 

• HVAC s ys tems : Ass es s ing the heating, ventilation, and a ir conditioning. 

• Interior condition: Checking for s igns  of water damage, pes t infes tations , or 
s tructural is s ues .  

 


